
Malcolm Black  
 
I would like to raise some specific concerns to the Education and Skills Committee 
about the responses and future planning of the education departments across 
Scotland as a result of the Corona virus.  
 
To provide some context I have three children in primary education in South 
Lanarkshire. Both myself and my wife are in the fortunate position of both being able 
to work from home - however as we work full time it is incredibly challenging to work 
and support our children's education. The specific points i would like to raise are as 
follows.  
 
(i) There is no justification that has been communicated as to why live interactive 
video learning has not been utilised. We have people across the country using 
facilities such as Zoom; MS Teams and Google Meet to overcome the challenges of 
face-to-face meetings - however there appears to be a strong reluctance to utilise 
this technology for educational purposes. I understand not everyone has the 
necessary access - however if 50% of people do have access then it allows for those 
that don't to be identified and engaged with separately. The use of such technology 
is a lesson in itself and is likely to be a wide-spread future way of working that the 
children need to start engaging with as soon as possible. If there are reasons for not 
using this technology (risk/security) these need to be communicated to parents as it 
is a source of frustration it is being used in other countries and not here.  
 
(ii) The second point i would like to raise it the extreme inefficiency and 
inconsistencies being demonstrated by schools across Scotland. In effect we are 
educating children across Scotland by issuing work at an individual class level. I 
cannot imagine that the level/content being taught at an individual primary class 
differs significantly across the country. Why has there not been an approach of a 
centralised team of (for example Primary 3 teachers) brought together to compile 
content that gets issued out to all classes at that level each week. It appears that you 
have dozens of Primary 3 teachers all sourcing their own content and posting it for 
their class, when those teachers could be more practically utilised to engage with the 
pupils in their class. (Putting this in context we are in the 3rd month of lockdown and 
no teacher has actually spoken to myself or my wife or any of our children). Weekly 
emails with work grids is a very poor substitute for active learning but is deemed 
sufficient by our school.  
 
(iii) My final point is in relation to the return to school after the summer term. It is 
looking very likely that this will require to be on some sort of part-time basis to 
reduce the number of children in school at any given time. Can I please ask if there 
has been any consideration that there is the potential to return to full-time learning 
through a blended approach of Children who can continue to learn from home doing 
so (I.e. Where at least one of the parents is working from home or does not work) 
and those where the parent(s) have to physically go to a place of work are those that 
attend the school? This would obviously require interactive live learning to be 
available to those that remain at home (point (i) above) but surely with another 3 
months any obstacles to this could be overcome/resolved. Some of the activities I 
have seen indicate a maximum of 2 days in school for any given child. This just 
increases the complexity of school pick-ups and drop-offs and additional childcare 



challenges outside of school-time as well as a significantly detrimental impact on 
learning. Although challenging as a parent to support education of my children at 
home it is preferable to a mixed approach that seems to be getting muted at present.  
 
We cannot continue to limit the educational opportunities for children in our schools 
at this time though our reluctance to utilise and engage with technology and utilise 
the resources at our disposal more efficiently.  
 


